INFORMATION ABOUT STROKE ASSOCIATION WELFARE GRANTS

In cases of hardship The Stroke Association can make one-off welfare grants to people who have had a stroke to pay for things such as extra heating costs, a holiday, hospital visiting fares, replacements for important household items or clothing, the installation of a telephone for someone who lives alone, and for other things too. All requests are sympathetically considered.
Applications for Stroke Association welfare grants must be submitted on our Application for Financial Assistance form.  We are sorry you cannot request a grant yourself. The application must be made on your behalf by a recognised hospital or local social services department, physiotherapist, occupational therapist, speech and language therapist, health visitor or similar health professional, for example the GP. We can also accept applications via a CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau).
The agency that made the application will be sent the grant in the form of a cheque.  Cheques can also be made payable to service providers such as gas, electricity or water, to a travel company for transport costs, a telephone company for telephone installation, or to the manufacturer of a particular piece of equipment, etc.  Regrettably we are not able to make cheques payable directly to you or your family. 
The application form requires information about your financial position to ensure that those in most financial need are helped.
If the grant is for medical equipment not available from the NHS, a consultant’s letter of support is required.
Stroke Association grants are in the form of a one-off payment so we cannot consider ongoing commitments. When a grant is made we are not normally able to make a further grant to you or your family.
If the item required is costly The Stroke Association can make a contribution if the rest of the money can be raised elsewhere.
Regretfully we cannot consider applications for the following:
· Telephone bills (although in some circumstances we can help with installation)
· Structural alterations or repairs to property
· Stair lifts
· Nursing home fees (other than respite care)
· Motoring expenses (other than the cost of a driving assessment and/or lessons)
· Travel outside the UK
· Private medical treatment
· Electric wheelchairs or scooters
IF YOU NEED ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT STROKE ASSOCIATION WELFARE GRANTS, PLEASE CONTACT THE WELFARE GRANTS OFFICER    Telephone:  020 7566 0300
This information sheet is currently being evaluated and may be subject to change in the future.

